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Agenda

ÅWelcome

ÅAbout the Levee

ÅRainfall and Flooding Update

ÅLevee Protection and Response Plan

ÅWhat Lake County is Doing

ÅResident Recommended Actions

ÅQuestions and Information



About the Levee

ÅConstructed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 1997 to 
protect the subdivision from Des Plaines River flooding

ÅConsists of soil-like materials and is about 1 mile long

Å156 homes (all single family)are within the levee area

ÅAnnual Inspection by U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

ÅThe Lake County Public Works Department is responsible 
for maintaining, operating and repairing the levee
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Level of Protection

ÅOriginal Design met 100-yr flood elevation; however 
newer Des Plaines river models changed

ÅThe levee now protects against approximately the 33-
year flood event (3% chance per year)

ÅLikelihood of levee overtopping:

Å53.3 % probability in 25 years

Å78.2 % probability in 50 years



33-Year Flood FAQs

A 33-year flood happened last year so it won't happen for 
another 33 years, right?
ω bƻǘ 9ȄŀŎǘƭȅ

Does a 33-year rain fall event cause a 33-year flood?
ωNo

Is the term 33-year flood confusing?
ωIt sure is! 

Can the 33-year flood level change?
ωYes



33-YearRecurrence Interval

What it means to you: According to historical data about 
rainfall and stream stage, the probability of the levee 
overtopping is 3.3% each and every year.

ÅThe levee could overtop multiple times per year. 

ÅThe levee may overtop once every 10 years. 

ÅThe levee may not overtop ever. 

ÅJust remember, there is always a chance it could. 



Increased Rainfall

Regional ςStronger Storms
ÅStorms holding more water

Regional ςMore Rain 
ÅTotal precipitation data 

shows increasing trend

National Climate Assessment
ÅHigh confidence of heavier

rain with more frequency



July 2017 Flood


